
 
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 
 
Petition Number: PE1207
 
Main Petitioner: Gordon Sinclair 
  
Subject: Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to review  
Scottish Planning Policy 7 Planning and Flooding to ensure that no new 
developments are built on areas which the Scottish Environment Protection 
Agency designate as high flood risk. 
 
 
Background 
The central purpose of Scottish Planning Policy 7 Planning and Flooding 
(SPP7) is to prevent development which would have a significant probability of 
being affected by flooding or which would increase the probability of flooding 
elsewhere. The policy also aims to safeguard the storage capacity of 
functional floodplains. SPP7 applies to coastal and watercourse (river) 
flooding. SPP7 is supported by Planning Advice Note 69 Planning and 
Building Standards Advice on Flooding (PAN 69).   
 
Planning authorities are required to consult SEPA where there is a flood risk. 
If the planning authority intends to grant permission contrary to the advice of 
SEPA, the case must be notified to Scottish Ministers. 
 
The Flood Risk Management (Scotland) Bill 
The Flood Risk Management (Scotland) Bill was introduced to the Scottish 
Parliament on the 29th September 2008, and is currently going through Stage 
1 scrutiny. The Bill seeks to reduce the adverse consequences of flooding for 
human health, the environment, cultural heritage and economic activity. It 
aims to do this by establishing a framework for the assessment and 
management of flood risk. The Bill places a duty upon Scottish Ministers, 
SEPA (the competent authority) and responsible authorities (which include 
Local Authorities) to “exercise their flood risk management function with a 
view to reducing overall flood risk”.   
 
The structure of flood risk management in Scotland is therefore about to 
change. The relationship between planning and flood risk management will 
also change. Once the Bill is passed the Scottish Government intends to 
review both SPP7 and PAN69.  
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http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1207.htm
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2004/02/18880/32954
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/library5/planning/pan69-00.asp
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/library5/planning/pan69-00.asp
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/15-FloodRisk/index.htm


 

SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition 
briefings with petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have 
any comments on any petition briefing you can email us at 
spice@scottish.parliament.uk
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition 
briefings is correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware 
however that these briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise 
amended to reflect subsequent changes. 
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